the high side. Whether the Civil Court can reduce the
compensation granted by the Collector?

* Under Section 25 of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, the
amount of compensation awarded by the Court shall not be
less than the amount awarded by the Collector under Sec. 11.
So, even though the Court comes to the conclusion that the
amount awarded by the Collector is on the high side, it cannot
reduce the compensation awarded by the Collector as under
Section 25, the amount of compensation awarded by the Court
shall not be less than the amount awarded by the Collector.

368. Land belonging to ten persons in Sankavaram village
was acquired by the Government for the purpose of providing
house sites to the Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribe and Back
Ward Class people. Land acquisition proceedings were initiated.
The prevailing rate per acre in that area as on the date of Section
4(1) notification was about Rs. 10,0007-. After considering the
sale extracts and other documents filed by the ten claimants, the
Land Acquisition Officer awarded the compensation at the rate
ofRs. 5,0007-per acre. Having been dissatisfied with the quantum
of compensation and as there was no necessity to pay court fee
on compensation, the ten claimants filed an application to refer
the matter to the Civil Court under Section 18 of the Land
Acquisition Act. The Civil Court considered the matter in the
light of oral and documentary evidence and ultimately enhanced
the compensation to Rs. 10,0007- per acre. Originally, the
claimants claimed compensation at the rate of Rs. 25,0007-. As
heavy Court fee has to be paid in case of an appeal being filed in
the High Court, nine persons have dropped out and did not file
any appeal to the High Court. However, one person, who has the
capacity to pay the court fee, filed an appeal in the High Court.
The High Court, considering entire material on record, enhanced
the compensation from Rs. 10,0007- per acre to Rs. 20,0007- per
acre, giving all the statutory benefits. Then the remaining nine
persons felt that they would have also filed appeals so that they
would also have got the compensation at Rs. 20,0007- and
repented for not pursuing ihe matter. Are the remaining nine
persons entitled to compensation at Rs. 20,0007- per acre?

Yes. Under Section 28-A of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894,
where the Court allows to the applicant any amount of
compensation, in excess of the amount awarded by the
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